
 

 

    
 

 

 

DILTON MARSH PARISH COUNCIL - NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th April 2019 at the  
Memorial Hall, Dilton Marsh at 7.30 pm.  

 
Present: Cllr Hutt (Chair), Cllr Harris, Cllr Gibbs, Cllr Short, Cllr Johnson, Cllr Poynton, Cllr Roberts, Cllr Irving, 
Cllr Morland and Cllr Howells.  
 
In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk), PCSO Caroline Wright and four members of the public. 

 
Public Forum  
Margaret Cavanna – addressed the Council regarding the planning application from Northacre Renewable Energy 
(listed on the agenda), outlining the detail of the application and tabling a map.  She stated that her research had 
indicated that it was extraordinary to build a cable of this length, pointing to the fact that the site was not the best 
location for the development. She highlighted some of the risks associated with the planning application, including 
the fact that the trench would run alongside an ancient scheduled monument. She reported that Westbury Town 
Council had objected to the application, stating that the reports provided in support of the application had not given 
enough detail and information. She drew attention to the impact on nature and archaeology which would arise from 
the trench. She expressed concerns at the number of conditions which would need to be associated with the grant 
of any planning permission and expressed doubt that these would, in fact, be fulfilled.  She reported that the local 
MP had taken up this issue, requesting a moratorium on the building of any further incinerators. It was also reported 
that the energy which would travel the link had not yet been determined as renewable energy. Mrs Cavanna asked 
the Parish Council to consider objecting to the application.  
 
Roger Birnstingl – spoke in support of the comments made by Mrs Cavanna, expressing surprise that there had 
been no previous mention of the work required under this planning application and stating his view that the 
proposed location was the wrong site for the development.  He asked the Parish Council to consider objecting to 
the application.  
 
At this point the Chair reported that the PC had received a comment from a resident regarding the planning 
application under discussion, which was read out and the objections of the correspondent were noted, together 
with the request that the PC object to the application.  
 
PSCO Caroline Wright – the rural report had been circulated to members.  She reported that a new coordinator 
dealing with Westbury and Warminster (PC Helen Daveridge) had been appointed.   
 

2547 Apologies for absence 
Cllr Jarvis due to ill health, accepted.  
 

2548 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations to Participate  
Cllr Irving declared a non-pecuniary interest in the Fairfield College footpath application as a 
trustee of that organisation.  
 
Cllr Morland declared an interest in the Northacre Renewable Energy planning application 
which had been previously debated at a Committee meeting of Westbury Town Council, of 
which he was a member.  
 

2549 Minutes  
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st March 2019 were approved for 
accuracy and adopted (proposed Cllr Irving, seconded Cllr Harris).  
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2550 Project and Action Updates  
Members had been provided with a report on the status of projects and actions agreed at the 
March meeting of the Parish Council, which was noted.   
 

2551 Parish Council reports  

 Community Area Transport Group – Cllr Morland reported that the next meeting was 
scheduled for 14th May 2019. It was noted that the PC’s request for a 20mph speed 
assessment would be an agenda item at that meeting.  
 

 Memorial Hall – Cllr Hutt reported that the AGM was scheduled for 29th April 2019. Cllr 
Harris reported that the graffiti would be removed now the kit had been received to do 
so.  There was further decoration planned and the installation of an overhead projector 
and pull-down screen was planned.  
 

 Highways and Parish Steward – Cllr Johnson reported that there were some 
missing/broken bins which had been reported and requested an update on the priority 
list reported to Cllr Wickham.  
 

 Community Speed Watch – Cllr Hutt reported that the device checked each car and any 
vehicle travelling over 36 mph was noted.  It was confirmed that there was no potential 
for recording each vehicle’s speed to obtain an average.  It was noted that a metro 
count would be required to obtain this information and Cllr Hutt confirmed that this had 
been requested, confirming that the Parish Council was looking into purchasing a speed 
indicator device (SID) for the parish. Cllr Harris reported that speeds of 45 mph had 
been recorded in recent weeks.  
 

 Dilton Rovers FC – Cllr Hutt reported that Dilton Rovers would not be playing but it was 
hoped that the pitch would be used for its training.  She further reported that another 
adult team (Dilton Wanderers FC) had asked to use the pitch as its home. She 
suggested that a lower rate be charged for the first year with a review thereafter.  It was 
proposed that the rate charged should reflect the actual cost of use with no uplift 
applied.  The pitch would also require line marking and potentially rolling and the Clerk 
was working to obtain quotations for this. Cllr Morland stated the view that consultation 
with neighbouring properties would be appropriate.  Cllr Hutt proposed that the team be 
given permission to use the pitch and agree, in principle, to charge a startup rate to 
cover costs only for the first year.  This was seconded by Cllr Harris and resolved.  
 

 Neighbourhood Planning – Cllr Roberts reported that he had attended the meeting and 
the draft questionnaire had been circulated to members. He reported that the group had 
requested that the questionnaire be published on the parish council website and this 
was agreed.  Cllr Roberts reported that the group was working well and was 
enthusiastic. Members with any comments on the circulated draft questionnaire were 
invited to send them to Cllr Roberts, who would pass them onto the group. The Clerk 
would pass information regarding grant funding to Cllr Roberts, to raise at the next 
meeting.  
 

 Councillor reports: 
o Cllr Poynton asked what had happened to March’s edition of Dilton News and 

the Clerk reported that she would give an explanation in the confidential session.  
o Cllr Gibbs reported that the next litter pick was scheduled for Saturday 27th April 

and confirmed that she had collected the litter picking equipment the PC had 
been awarded.   

o Cllr Morland enquired whether there had been any further news regarding Dilton 
Marsh Halt. The Clerk reported there had been nothing further. The Chair 
directed members’ attention to Rail Future, which might be able to assist with 
information. Cllr Poynton reported that the replacement bus and taxi service had 
not been working during a recent weekend.  



 

 

o Cllr Roberts reported he had heard back from Garston’s Vets who had agreed 
to provide some dog poo bags for the parish bins.  

o Cllr Irving reminded members that the Village Day was scheduled for June 8th, 
2019. Members were invited to submit entries for the photographic exhibition 
and it was noted that the Scarecrow Trail was taking place the same weekend. 

o Cllr Harris reported that a newly resident couple were moving as they were 
unable to cope with the road and their dog. Members sympathised with this.  

o Cllr Hutt reported that 27 residents had attended the defibrillator session held at 
the Memorial Hall and tabled information sheets. She reported that further 
sessions could be arranged but this would cost £195 plus vat per session.  
 

2552 Planning applications 
a) Members resolved the Council’s comments on applications received and not previously 

responded to as listed below: 
 

19/02481/FUL Northacre 
Renewable 
Energy Ltd 
 

Installation of an underground grid 
connection 
 
Objection (proposed Cllr Poynton, 
seconded Cllr Hutt) on the following 
grounds: 

 Environmental, Ecological and 
Archaeological Impact of the 
proposal would be contrary to 
Core Policies 58 and 50 in the 
following ways: 

o The planned route runs 
around Brook Farm, 
which is adjacent to an 
ancient scheduled 
monument  
 

19/02903/FUL Dilton Marsh 
Primary School  
Dilton Marsh  
Wiltshire  
 

Extension to form larger classroom 
 
Support (proposed Cllr Harris, 
seconded Cllr Gibbs). 

19/03045/FUL  
 

Land Between 8 
And 10, St Mary’s 
Lane, Dilton 
Marsh, Westbury, 
Wiltshire, BA13 
4BL 
 

Erection of 2 Storey Dwelling with Room 
in Roof (Amended design to previously 
consented scheme under application 
No. 17/06200/FUL) 
 
No objection (proposed Cllr Irving, 
seconded Cllr Johnson).  
 

 
b) To agree the comments to be sent to Wiltshire Council in respect of any planning 

applications received after 11 April 2019 – None.  
 

c) Members considered observations/representations relating to the proposed diversion 
of footpath number 13 Dilton Marsh at Fairfield College Farm (information previously 
circulated) and resolved No Objection (proposed Cllr Harris, seconded Cllr Poynton). 

 

2553 Planning decisions, appeals and enforcements  
Members noted the planning and enforcement decisions, notices and updates as listed: 
 
APP/Y3940/W/18/3207616 – Land Adj to Hisomley Farmhouse, Dilton Marsh – Application for 



 

 

the extension of existing day room (copy previously circulated) – Noted.  It was agreed to send 
in the Parish Council’s original objections direct to the Inspectorate with the below additional 
comment (proposed Cllr Irving, seconded Cllr Short): 
 
That the PC stands by its original objection and supports the decision of Wiltshire Council to 
refuse the application, asking the Inspector to note that the replacement of the mobile home 
with a permanent dwelling would result in the loss of a pitch thereby correspondingly reducing 
the provision available.    

 
   

  

2554 Finance  
a) Council expenditure as below listed was approved (proposed Cllr Short, seconded Cllr 

Howells).  
 

b) Financial Position Statement – the FPS as at 31st March 2019 had been circulated to 
members and was noted. The Clerk reported that the year-end accounts had been 
finalised and would be passed to the Internal Auditor week commencing 22nd April 2019. 
The year-end accounts would be an agenda item for the AGM in May 2019.  
 

c) Community Infrastructure Levy payments – members noted the £4,275.38 received 
during 2018/19 and the Clerk reported that she would check further back in the records 
to see if any funds had been received in previous years. Cllr Morland noted that CIL 
funds had to be spent within five years or would potentially be reclaimed by Wiltshire 
Council.   The item would be added to the June agenda of the Parish Council.  
 

Payee Detail and statutory power  Amount  Chq no 
 

Clerks Salary  April 2019 
LGA 1972 s 112 

£341.74 1708 

Clerks expenses  April 2019 
LGA 1972 s 112 

£43.90 1709 

HMRC PAYE – Clerk  April 2019 
LGA 1972 s 112 

£227.83 1710 

ASK Grounds Maint Play area inspections and 
maintenance and grass cutting 
LGMPA 1976 s 19 

£210.00 1711 

Aspire Defence  Printing Dilton News (advance) 
LGA 1972 s 111 

£51.20 1712 

Kieran Thorburn  Neighbourhood Planning support 
work  
Localism Act 2011 sch 10 

£138.66 1713 

HMRC PAYE - Thorburn April 2019  
LGA 1972 s 112 

£34.67 1714 

Cllr Angie Gibbs  Fuel – collection of litter picking 
equip 
LGA 1972 s 111 

£181.12 1715 

Cllr Kathy Hutt Expenses  
LGPMA 1976 s 19 

£6.70 1716 

Cllr Kathy Hutt Reimburse payment to Bev Ford  
LGA 1972 s 111 

£30.00 1717 

 

2555 Playing Field  
To receive a report from the Playing Field Working Group including: 

 Bin Near Firs – the Clerk was taking this forward with Idverde.  

 Benches – As above. 



 

 

 Formal Vote of Thanks and Letter to RAPID for funding the Gate and Fence – it was 
noted that the Clerk would issue an invoice and then send a vote of thanks from the 
PC.  

 Signs. Anti-Climb & Dog Fairy – Cllr Gibbs had purchased the signs, which she passed 
to the Clerk for installation on the containers. Cllr Gibbs had installed some dog poo 
fairy signs and would identify further locations, including School Lane (about which she 
had approached the school). Members agreed that the pavements and the footpaths 
were the key locations. Cllr Gibbs also reported that she had identified an alternative 
supplier for the signs for the future.  

 Reactions to delivery of boundary management letter – Cllr Hutt reported one email had 
been received stating the resident had access permission which went back many years.  
It was noted that the Clerk would pull the archived file to see what information, if any, 
could be obtained.  

2556 Parish Projects  
Members received an update on the below listed projects: 

 Noticeboards – Cllr Howells was liaising with Cllr Jarvis, who was speaking with the 
supplier.  He reported that the supplier had been waiting for supplies but the project 
was moving forward.  

 Planting – Cllr Gibbs had suggested planting some wild flowers and this would be tied 
in with the next cut of the playing field.  

 Grit Bins and Litter Bins – Cllr Hutt reported that the PC was working on a walk round 
of the parish to identify the locations and conditions of the bins and grit bins in the 
village.  Cllr Gibbs reported that there was a damaged bin on the last speed hump 
adjacent to Fairfield College. 

 Litter Pick Equipment – Cllr Gibbs had collected the equipment and she was thanked 
for her efforts in this.  

 Map of the Parish – Cllr Hutt was working on obtaining additional maps.  

 Telephone Box – Cllr Gibbs suggested that ideas for its use be a question for the 
Neighbourhood Plan’s questionnaire. This was agreed.  

 Flower Festival entry 2019 – members considered options for an entry it was agreed to 
use a theme of the Good Samaritan.  

 Parish Council website - the Clerk sought permission to spend £100 to obtain a PC 
domain name so that the parish council website could be directed via a shorter link. 
This was approved (proposed Cllr Harris, seconded Cllr Poynton). The Clerk would 
issue the new link once established.  

 

2557 CPRE Best Kept Village Competition 2019  
Cllr Hutt provided an update on the planned entry for Dilton Marsh (information previously 
circulated), reporting that she had nearly finalised the entry for submission and encouraged 
members to promote the competition as widely as possible throughout the parish. Initial judging 
was noted to be mid-May to mid-June, with final judging in July.  
 

2558 Correspondence  
Salvation Army re: Clothing recycling bank (copy previously circulated) – noted but members 
felt that any of the locations on PC land would be too vulnerable. 
 

2559 Meeting schedule  
Thursday 16th May 2019 at 7.30pm for the Annual Parish Meeting and at 8.15 pm for the Annual 
General Meeting, followed by a brief urgent item business meeting if required.  
 

2560 Confidential Information  

Certain items were expected to include the consideration of exempt information and the Council 
therefore resolved (proposed Cllr Hutt, seconded Cllr Gibbs) “That, in accordance with Section 
100a(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded during the discussion of the 
matters referred to in the items listed below, on the grounds that they involve the likely 



 

 

disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the respective paragraph of Part 1 of Schedule 
12a of the Act, and the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest 
in disclosing the information. Agenda Item 2561 – Reason for exclusion –Staffing matters 

 

2561 Neighbourhood Planning – Admin support  
Members considered a recommendation from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group re: 
appointment of admin support for 2019/20 and, following debate, it was resolved to offer a 
further year’s contract to the existing appointee on the basis of payment against a timesheet 
(i.e. hours worked) (proposed Cllr Roberts, seconded Cllr Poynton).  
 
Additional item 
 
Members further noted that the March edition of Dilton News had been missed. The Chair 
explained the procedure for printing the newsletter and the Clerk outlined the problem with the 
March edition. It was noted that the Council had budgeted for a new procedure for 2019/20 
which would be operational from May.  
 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.50 pm. 


