
 

 

    
 

 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on 26th September 2019 

 at the Memorial Hall, Dilton Marsh at 7.30 pm.  
 

Present: Cllr Hutt (Chair), Cllr Jarvis, Cllr Gibbs, Cllr Poynton, Cllr Short, Cllr Moreland, Cllr Howells and Cllr 
Harris. 
In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk), Wiltshire Councillor Suzanne Wickham.  

 

 

Public Forum  
Wiltshire Councillor Suzanne Wickham – introduced herself as the new Wiltshire Councillor for the Ethandune 
Ward.  She reported on some issues which had raised during her election canvassing – the vehicle speed through 
the Hollow which she felt could be addressed via movement of the 30mph sign and the runoff of water and how 
frequently small accidents occur in that location especially during bad weather.  She suggested that the installation 
of another grit bin could address this issue.  She undertook to take this forward and report back to the next meeting.  
She informed members that she was available to provide help wherever she could. The Chair confirmed that Cllr 
Wickham’s details would be posted on the website.  
 

2592 Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence have been received from: 
Cllr Johnson due to work commitments, accepted  
Cllr Roberts due to ill health, accepted  
Cllr Irving due to family commitments, accepted 
 

2593 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations to Participate - None.  

2594 Minutes  
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th July 2019 were approved for 
accuracy and adopted (proposed Cllr Hutt, seconded Cllr Jarvis). 
 

2595 Project and Action Updates  
Members received and noted a previously circulated report on the status of projects and actions 
agreed at the July meeting of the Parish Council. 
 

2596 Parish Council reports  

 Community Area Transport Group – Cllr Morland reported that the next meeting 
scheduled for 27 September had been postponed to the 4th October.  
 

 Memorial Hall – Cllr Harris reported that there had been positive feedback on the new 
projector from the History Group.  Cllr Gibbs echoed these comments on behalf of the 
Gardening Club. Cllr Hutt reported that the Committee would be promoting its use. Cllr 
Harris further reported that there would be an exhibition to tie in with Remembrance 
Sunday, focusing on the men from Dilton Marsh who had gone to the First World War 
and returned.  The Chair reported that the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group had 
asked for a permanent display in the Hall.   
 

 Highways and Parish Steward – the Clerk reported that she was in the process of 
establishing a list of routine work for the Steward, which he would therefore attend to 
on each visit. It was confirmed that this would include regular clearance of School Lane.  
 

 Community Speed Watch – Cllrs Hutt and Harris reported that it had been quiet over 
the summer holiday period. The Chair reported that Cllr Wickham had advised she 
might be able to assist with CSW in the future. 
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 Dilton Rovers FC/ Dilton Marsh Wanderers FC– The Chair reported the team had got 
off to a great start to the season, having won all of their matches to date. Members 
expressed their pleasure that matches were being played again.  The Chair reported 
that a line marker had been purchased and negotiations were ongoing regarding the 
cutting of the pitch.  The Clerk suggested that contact be made with a local company 
she was aware of and this was approved.  
 

 Neighbourhood Planning – Cllr Roberts had provided an email update, which the Chair 
reported on.  She reported that there had been a meeting held the previous Thursday 
and that the Chair had unfortunately stepped down.  Mrs Durham had stepped in for 
the immediate future.  The draft minutes from the September meeting were awaited. 
The Chair reported that the ‘Your Village Your Say’ questionnaires would be input and 
analysed over the next few weeks.  The version for businesses had been distributed; 
following a low return rate, group members will follow up to seek more responses.  She 
further reported that an Open Morning was being planned and a date had been booked 
for the end of November in the Memorial Hall.  The Chair went on to report on an issue 
raised by Cllr Roberts relating to the public queries of the cost of the Neighbourhood 
Planning process and it was agreed that the Clerk would include an explanation in the 
Dilton News.  
 

 BA13+ Neighbourhood Policing Meeting – Cllr Harris reported that she had attended 
the meeting and had met the new Police Co-Ordinator.  She had informed Cllr Harris 
that Caroline Wright should be able to attend the PC meetings if she was invited. It was 
agreed that the Chair and Clerk would liaise to make sure a personal invitation was 
issued.  The Clerk would inform her of the meeting dates. Cllr Harris reported that 
discussion had been held regarding the 20mph zone for Dilton Marsh and the Police 
Co-Ordinator had highlighted issues with policing this, stating that she preferred 
alternative methods.  It was noted that Kirsty Rose (Wiltshire Council) was also 
considering alternatives. Cllr Harris reported on the tractors and trailers travelling 
through the village, some of which did not have a visible number plate (trailers 
especially). It had been agreed that the PCSO would contact Cllr Harris in respect of 
this. The recent lead thefts had also been discussed. The police were encouraging 
people to be aware of this issue if they had lead on their properties. It was agreed to 
include this in the Dilton News.  
 

 Councillor reports  
o Cllr Jarvis – reported that Wiltshire Council were offering local grants through 

the Area Board and suggested the Council consider an application for the flower 
boxes she had suggested. 

o Cllr Gibbs – reported that the litter pick had been well attended and reported 
that the next one would be arranged for Sunday 17th November.  She confirmed 
that she and Cllr Johnson would tidy the War Memorial ready for Remembrance 
Sunday.  

o Cllr Short – reported that there was a pothole at the end of Red Pit which needed 
attention. The Clerk would report this to Wiltshire Council. 

o Cllr Howells - reported that he had emailed some photographs to the Clerk and 
asked that these be added to a future agenda for discussion. Cllr Howells also 
recorded his apologies until January 2020. 

o Cllr Harris – mentioned a grit bin which was needed in Petticoat Lane. This 
would be discussed later in the agenda, together with an issue relating to 
speeding in that location. 

o Cllr Hutt – reported on issues and comments which had arisen over the summer 
relating to the new car park at Fairfield College.  Concern had been raised that 
the residents felt there had been a lack of communication from the college and 
Cllr Hutt had undertaken to liaise with them on a monthly basis.  The Chair had 
also been in touch with Wiltshire Council on some planning matters relating to 



 

 

the site. The main issue had related to the removal of the hedge, which had 
been replaced with a post and rail fence and a leylandii hedge. Members 
recorded their disappointment with the removal of the hedge and its 
replacement with leylandii. The Chair reported her understanding that the work 
had been required due to drainage issues in the car park. Cllr Hutt also 
mentioned the special schools’ consultation which had been issued by Wiltshire 
Council and encouraged members to respond individually.  

 

2597 Planning applications 
a) To resolve the Council’s comments on applications received and not previously 

responded to as listed below – None.  
 

b) To agree the comments to be sent to Wiltshire Council in respect of any planning 
applications received after 19 September 2019 – the Clerk reported one application had 
been received but as the deadline for response was after the date of the October 
meeting she had added it to that agenda. Cllr Moreland asked members to note that it 
was difficult to access the Wiltshire Council planning system at present due to technical 
issues.  
 

c) Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan - Consultation on Further Main Modifications –
– information had been provided to members and was discussed.  Cllr Moreland spoke 
to the document, confirming it had arisen as the Inspector had stated he was not content 
with the way the site allocations policies had been expressed.  All of the allocation 
policies had therefore been redrafted as part of the FMM’s.  He confirmed that there 
was no impact on the parish of Dilton Marsh and recommended no response was 
therefore needed from the Parish Council. This was agreed. Information on the 
consultation would be included in the Dilton News. 
 

2598 Planning decisions, appeals and enforcements  
Members noted the planning and enforcement decisions, notices and updates as below listed: 
 

19/06495/FUL Land Between 8 And 10 St 
Marys Lane Dilton Marsh 
Westbury Wiltshire BA13 
4BL 

Proposed Erection of a 
Double Garage on 
Residential Land, to Serve 
the New Dwelling Consented 
Under Application ref: 
19/03045/FUL - Approve 
with conditions 
 

APP/Y3940/W/19/3223582 4 Vicarage Gardens, Dilton 
Marsh, BA13 4FB 

Retrospective change of use 
of land from agricultural to 
domestic garden, including 
erection of garden shed and 
play climbing frame and zip 
wire and frames - Appeal 
dismissed 
 
Cllr Moreland spoke to this 
item stating that  
he had been concerned at 
the impact a planning 
permission would have on 
the village settlement 
boundary and was therefore 
pleased to see the appeal 
had been dismissed.  

 



 

 

 
   

  

2599 Finance  
a) Council expenditure –expenditure as below listed was approved (proposed Cllr Short, 

seconded Cllr Harris). 
b) External Audit report year ending 31st March 2019 – received and noted. Members 

noted that the audit had raised no matters of issue or concern. 
 

Payee  Detail and statutory power  Amount Chq no 

N Duke  Salary - August and September 2019 
LGA 1972 s 112 

£683.48 1742 

N Duke  Expenses - August and September 
2019 
LGA 1092 s 112 

£180.26 1742 

HMRC PAYE  August and September 2019 
LGA 1972 s 112 

£455.65 1743 

ASK Grounds Maint Play area inspections and maintenance 
Grass cutting – August and September 
OSA 1906 s 9,10 

£525.00 1744 

Aspire Defence  Printing Dilton News (advance) 
LGA 1972 s 111 

£104.66 1745 

Memorial Hall  Hall hire May June July 2019  
LGA 1972 s 133 

£90.00 1746 

HMRC PAYE  Underpayment 2018/19 – system 
miscalculation 
LGA 1972 s 112 

£419.38 1747 

PKF Littlejohn External Audit 2018/19 £240.00 1748 

S Bartlett Work on container showers  
LGMPA 1976 s 19 

£830.00 1749 

 

2600 Playing Field  
The Playing Field Working Group reported on the following: 

 Bins – the Clerk confirmed that the order had now been placed. It was agreed to include 
information on the replacement bins in the Dilton News.  

 Benches – it was noted that these had been delivered and stored.  The Clerk would 
confirm when the work would be carried out.  It was noted that one location was still to 
be determined and it was agreed that this would be agreed via a site visit with the 
contractors.  

 Containers refurbishment – the Chair reported that work was being carried out on the 
containers, with the initial work focusing on the prepping of the units and dealing with 
the rust. It was confirmed that the top of the containers would be treated with anti-climb 
paint.  

 Drainage –it was noted that Dilton Rovers FC were considering a proposal, and this 
would be referred to the next meeting.  

 Play area inspection reports – the Clerk was asked to ensure that copies of the weekly 
inspection reports were scanned and sent to members each week.  

 Playing Field Working Group – Cllr Gibbs agreed to arrange a meeting date soon. 

2601 Parish Projects  
Members received an update on the below listed projects: 
 

 Noticeboards – Westbury Shed were currently working on the board for the front of the 
Memorial Hall.  Members commented on the high standard of work which had been 
done on the Fairfield Road board. The two other noticeboards still needed replacing, 
with the one opposite the Memorial Hall needing to be larger.  It was noted that these 
two were being refurbished rather than replaced.  The Chair would check the invoice 



 

 

which had been received. It was agreed to appoint Cllr Gibbs as noticeboard monitor 
to keep an eye on the display of the noticeboards.  
 

 Further tree work in the Firs (information circulated) – members considered the quote 
from Acer Tree Surgeons for two trees requiring work in the Firs, which had been 
identified in the recent arboricultural report. The quote was accepted in the amount of 
£336.00 including vat (proposed Cllr Harris, seconded Cllr Short). 
 

 Purchase and installation of wooden flower boxes – Cllr Jarvis had suggested that the 
Council consider the purchase and installation of wooden flower boxes.  Cllr Jarvis 
spoke to the suggestion and highlighted the benefit these would bring to the appearance 
of the village. Cllr Jarvis was asked to prepare a report containing costings and a 
proposed location plan for consideration at the next meeting.  
 

 Grit bins (referred from July meeting) – members agreed that grit bins were required at 
Petticoat Lane and at the bottom end of the Hollow. It was agreed that the exact 
locations would be identified, and the Clerk advised for liaison with Wiltshire Council. 
The Clerk would obtain prices for the bins and the grit for final determination at the 
October meeting. 
 

 Village planting (referred from July meeting) – members considered the suggestion 
from Fairfield College that a wider planting scheme be put in place for the next season 
and it was agreed that this should be supported.  Cllr Jarvis suggested crocuses and 
snowdrops would be a nice addition. It was agreed to ask Cllr Irving to liaise with the 
college regarding this suggestion, members having noted that some funding had been 
allocated to this during a previous year and could therefore be re-allocated.  
 

2602 Community Governance Review – (documents circulated with the agenda papers) 
a) Members considered and discussed Wiltshire Council’s call for expressions of interest. 

Members did not feel that any changes relating to the existing parish of Dilton Marsh 
were required.  
 

b) Members noted the proposals as submitted by Westbury Town Council, noting formal 
consultation was to follow and considered an initial response. Cllr Moreland asked for 
it to be noted that he was a member of Westbury Town Council.  Cllr Moreland spoke 
to the proposal and highlighted that there were some far reaching consequences as the 
proposal would include some of the houses at the bottom of Tower Hill, which would 
split the Hill between parishes.  He stated that the existing boundary was clear as the 
River Biss which was a natural geographical boundary and the new proposals would 
put the buffer zone under the control of Westbury Town Council - whilst it was currently 
under the control of Dilton Marsh in order to protect the buffer zone. It was also noted 
that the local government boundary review commission would not announce its 
proposals until October and members therefore felt that the CGR should not have been 
released until the results of that were known. Members further felt that the proposals 
should not be considered until after the May 2021 election, as there was no imperative 
or urgency to them.  Members resolved an objection to the proposal on the grounds 
outlined above (proposed Cllr Jarvis, seconded Cllr Howells). 
 

2603 Highways 
a) Footpath – Tower Hill to Westbury Leigh (previously circulated)– Members considered 

correspondence relating to cyclists and the use of the footpath and noted the response 
from Wiltshire Council.  The Chair spoke to the email and noted the suggestion that a 
request be submitted to CATG for a physical barrier, although it was noted that this 
would cause a potential difficulty for wheelchairs and buggies. It was agreed to submit 
a request form to CATG for further investigation, with suggestions being fed to Cllr 
Moreland as the Council’s representative to CATG. It was also agreed to include 
information on this issue in the Dilton News and ask for residents’ comments. Cllr 



 

 

Howells was asked to take some appropriate photographs and pass these onto 
members. 
 

b) 20mph road assessment – it was noted the metro counts had been in place and a report 
would be forthcoming. It was agreed to ask Kirsty Rose (Wiltshire Council) for the 
detailed information generated from the metro count.   

 

2604 Correspondence  
The following correspondence had been received relating to traffic issues in the parish, had 
been circulated to members and were discussed: 

a) Mr and Mrs Barnes re: Dilton Marsh traffic calming  
b) Annie Ruff re: traffic issues in the village  
c) Adrian Whitecroft re: traffic issues at Whitecroft  

Members noted the correspondence and agreed to include the matters raised during the 
discussions with Wiltshire Council which would arise from the 20mph road assessment.  
 

2605 Meeting schedule  
Thursday 17th October 2019 at 7.30 pm. 
The Chair noted that the Big Breakfast had been scheduled for Saturday 7th December 2019. 
 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.40 pm.  


