
 

The Parish of Dilton Marsh 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Memorial Hall on 
Thursday 17 May 2018 at 7.30 pm. 

 
Present: Cllr Irving (Chair), Cllr Jarvis, Cllr Johnson, Cllr Gibbs, Cllr Poulton, Cllr Short, Cllr Hutt, Cllr 
Harris, Cllr Middleton and Cllr Morland 
 
In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk), Wiltshire Councillor Jerry Wickham and 3 members of the 
public.  

 
1. The Chairman of the Parish Council welcomed those present to the meeting.  
 
2. The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 18 May 2017 were approved for accuracy and 
adopted (proposed Cllr Hutt, seconded Cllr Johnson). 
 
3. The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Irving, reported on the following: 
 

 A new play area had been installed at the recreation ground, which had been mainly funded by 
grants.  A timber trail had also been installed and this had been funded by Tesco Bags for Help.  
The Chair thanked the councillors and particularly the RAPID group for their work in planning 
and delivering the projects.  The Chairman highlighted that funding for the new play area had 
been received from the Westbury Area Board (£5,000) and Awards for All (£10,000).  She also 
reported that the community of Dilton Marsh, Wiltshire was thankful for the £10,000 funding 
boost which had been received The Hills Group Ltd, facilitated by Community First, Wiltshire.  

 The parish council had led on the commencement of the neighbourhood planning process, 
which had resulted in the formation of a Steering Group.  Cllr Middleton as Chair of the group 
reported that the concept had now been developed and the detail was being worked on.  
Extensive consultation was planned with all parishioners later in the year.  The housing needs 
survey was currently with residents.   

 There had been two highway projects - the completion of works at Tower Hill and the installation 
of the Clivey footpath.  

 The council had considered a number of challenging planning applications, which were difficult 
to determine given the constraints of the planning process and legislation.  

 There were plans to purchase a speed indicator device to assist community speed watch. 

 A grant had been obtained to assist with the funding of the installation of a defibrillator at the 
Memorial Hall –installation was expected within the next few weeks.  

 A new noticeboard was due to be installed opposite the Hall and consideration was being given 
to repairing or replacing the noticeboard at the hall.  

 The Council was planning to develop its methods of communication in the coming year, so that 
residents were as fully informed as possible.  It was hoped to develop a website and enhance 
the Dilton News newsletter.  The distribution of the newsletter was acknowledged to be patchy 
and this would be something which the Council would look at.  

 There were also plans to look at expanding the timber trail into an outdoor gym.   
 
4. A Statement on the Annual Accounts of the Parish Council for FY2017/18 was presented and 
copies of the accounts were available on request.  The income for the year had been £60,000 and the 
expenditure £77,743.  The increase in income was as a result of the £25,000 of grants received 
towards the new play area and the bulk of the expenditure related to the costs of installing the new play 
area.  The parish council would be holding reserves of £29,698 into the 2018/19 financial year. 



 
 
5. Report by Wiltshire Council Councillor – Cllr Wickham reported the following:  
 

 Cllr Wickham thanked the parish council for its work, which made his job easier as Wiltshire 
Councillor. 

 He had looked through the minutes and noted the planning application for the swimming pool at 
Clivey, which was now going ahead.  

 He felt that planning had been the main issue during 2017/18 – there had been several 
contentious applications on the outskirts of the parish and there had been a number of 
applications for the Fairwood Lakes Park. He noted that, in respect of this application, there was 
a presumption in favour of development.  The decision on the application for the 10 dwellings off 
the High St was still awaited – he had spoken to the planning officers and could report that the 
majority of the village was likely to be pleased with the outcome.  The delays were due to the 
developer making adjustments.  

 He congratulated the community on its work on the Neighbourhood Plan.  

 He acknowledged that the Tower Hill scheme had caused contention and reported that a safety 
audit was awaited.  

 Cllr Wickham thanked Cllr Irving for her support over his tenure as Wiltshire Councillor in view of 
the fact she had indicated she was planning to step down as Chair.  

 
The Chair thanked Cllr Wickham, on behalf of the council, for his support as Wiltshire Councillor.  

 
6. To consider resolutions of which written notice has been given – none had been received. 
 
7. Parish Forum – a resident thanked the parish council for its work in installing a new play area and 
supported the idea of creating an adult outdoor gym.  
 
 
 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 7.50 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 


