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Minutes of a virtual meeting (Zoom) of the Parish Council held on  

Thursday 16th July 2020 at 7.30 pm.  
 

Present: Cllr Hutt (Chair), Cllr Harris (Vice-Chair), Cllr Gibbs, Cllr Irving, Cllr Johnson, Cllr Roberts and 
Cllr Durham. 
 
In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk), Wiltshire Councillor Suzanne Wickham and one member of 
the public.   

 

Public Forum – None.  
 

2683 Apologies for absence 
Cllr Morland as unable to access virtual meetings – accepted. 
Cllr Poynton due to work commitments – accepted.  
Cllr Howells due to ill health – accepted.  
Cllr Jarvis due to family commitments – accepted.  
 

2684 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations to Participate  
Cllr Harris declared an interest in agenda item 2691f) due to one of the contractors being known 
to her.  
  

2685 Minutes  
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 19th March 2020 were approved for 
accuracy and adopted (proposed Cllr Gibbs, seconded Cllr Harris).  
 

2686 Project and Action Updates  
A report on the status of projects and actions agreed at the March meeting of the Parish Council 
had been circulated to members and was noted. The Chair asked for an update on the addition 
of Cllrs Harris and Durham as bank signatories and the Clerk would look into this.  

 

2687 
 

Planning applications and other planning matters  
a) Members resolved the Council’s comments on applications received and not 

previously responded to as listed below: 
 

20/04796/FUL Land South of Whitecroft, 
Dilton Marsh, Westbury, 
Wiltshire, BA13 4DJ 
 

Erection of detached 
dwelling with double garage 
 
PC Comment: No objection 
(proposed Cllr Irving, 
seconded Cllr Harris) 
 

  
b) To agree the comments to be sent to Wiltshire Council in respect of any planning 

applications received after 10th July 2020 - None.  
 

2688 Planning decisions, appeals and enforcements  
a) Members noted the planning and enforcement decisions, notices and updates as listed: 

 

20/03869/FUL Land West Of 15 High Street 
Dilton Marsh BA13 4DL 

The construction of a new 
dwelling house within the 
side plot of land to the 

Phone: 01373 864127 

diltonmarshpc@aol.co.uk 

Clerk to the Council: Ms Nicola Duke 
81 Studland Park, Westbury, Wilts, BA13 3HN Dilton Marsh 

Parish Council 



 

 

immediate west of 15 High 
Street, Dilton Marsh 
 
Approved with conditions 

 
b) The Clerk reported that enforcement officers were dealing with reported issues 

regarding a race track at Clearwood and were arranging a site visit. The Chair reported 
that a resident had submitted a complaint, which had been sent to Environmental 
Protection. The response had been that the officer had spoken to the owner of the site 
and raised the noise complaint; the owner had stated that the events were a hobby, 
were held at weekends and were intended to be short term.  Residents were 
encouraged to continue to log issues.  At this point the Chair proposed that Standing 
Orders be suspended in order to allow a member of the public to address the meeting.  
This was seconded by Cllr Harris and resolved.  
A member of the public reported that she had submitted a further complaint to the 
Planning Department, expressing her concern over the proximity of the site to footpaths 
and bridleways. Standing Orders were reinstated. 
Members would await a response from the Enforcement Officers at Wiltshire Council.  

 

c) Members noted the recent information regarding expected proposals for the ‘waste into 
energy’ development at Northacre Renewable Energy, Westbury. The Chair reported 
that it was possible to view the virtual meeting and the supporting plans.  She had 
attended a virtual meeting held by Westbury Town Council and it had been confirmed 
that the representations made would be collated and published.  The MP had been in 
attendance, and had stated his opposition to the application. It was noted that the 
application was expected to be lodged at the end of July, meaning that the consultation 
period would run during August. It was agreed that an extraordinary meeting of the 
Parish Council may need to be convened to deal with this application.  

 
d) Members received and noted notification of Planning Appeal 

APP/Y3940/W/20/3254729 relating to the erection of a 3 bed house at land adjacent 2a 
Clivey, Dilton Marsh, BA13 4BQ (deadline for response as 18th August 2020). Members 
were asked to consider whether they wished to make any further representations and 
forward any comments to the Clerk.  

 
  

  

2689 Parish Council Accounts year ending 31st March 2020 
a) Members received and considered the Annual Internal Audit Report from the Internal 

Auditor; reviewed its findings and the effectiveness of the system of internal control and 
adopted the report agreeing the following actions (proposed Cllr Irving, seconded Cllr 
Hutt): 

a. The Annual General Meeting would henceforth be referred to as the Annual 
Council Meeting. 

b. The method of recording the Open Forum would be adjusted in line with the 
Internal Auditor’s recommendations. 

c. The PC would ensure that the Correspondence agenda item was used only to 
log correspondence previously circulated on which no action was required. 

d. The Chair would initial all bank statements at the point at which the Bank 
Reconciliation Statement was adopted.  

e. Clerks costs in relating to the purchase of equipment would be processed via 
the payroll as opposed to via expenses.  

 
b) Members prepared and approved Section 1; parts 2 & 3 (Annual Governance 

Statement 2019/2020) of the AGAR (proposed Cllr Hutt, seconded Cllr Harris). 
 

c) Members considered Section 2; parts 2 & 3 (Accounting Statements 2019/2020) of the 
AGAR. 



 

 

 
d) Members approved Section 2; parts 2 & 3 (Accounting Statements 2019/2020) of the 

AGAR; signing and dating the statements accordingly (proposed Cllr Hutt, seconded 
Cllr Harris). 

 

2690 Finance  
a) Council expenditure as below listed was approved (proposed Cllr Irving, seconded Cllr 

Harris). 
 

b) Financial Position Statement – June 2020 was noted (previously circulated). 
 

c) Award of a grant in support of the Community Fun Day (information previously 
circulated) – the Chair reported that the event would not now be going ahead in 2020.  
A meeting had been scheduled to discuss alternative events and the Chair would report 
back. Cllr Hutt proposed that £200 be donated and this was seconded by Cllr Irving and 
resolved.  
 

Payee Detail  Amount Chq no 

HMRC  PAYE May June and July 2020 £394.38 1813 

ASK Grounds Maint Grounds and play areas May £265.00 1814 

Idverde Grounds maintenance 2019/20 £1958.90 1815 

Community First  Annual PC insurance  £984.40 1816 

Southern Electric  Electricity playing field  £49.46 1817 

ASK Grounds Maint Grounds and play areas June and July  £533.46 1814 

Simon Pritchard  Internal audit 2019/20 £60.00 1818 

Stocksigns Ltd  Speed Indicator Device  £3,810.00  1819 
 

2691 Parish Projects requiring action or updates 
a) Re-opening of play areas (reports previously circulated) – members considered the 

Risk Assessment and draft signage, noting that the cost for cleaning the play equipment 
twice a week was £50.00 per week.  The Clerk reported that this cost could be met from 
the contingency fund.  Following debate, it was resolved to approve the Risk 
Assessment, the measures proposed to mitigate the risks identified and re-open the 
play area as soon as possible (proposed Cllr Hutt, seconded Cllr Durham).  
 

b) Installation of barrier into playing field at Alan Powell Lane – the Chair suggested an 
option to install a second barrier rather than relocate the existing barrier; this would be 
more cost effective and add another layer of security for access to the field. The Clerk 
reported that the estimated cost for the purchase and installation of a second barrier 
was £1,000. It was agreed to erect appropriate signage in order to mitigate the risk of 
vehicles parking on the lane before the barrier. It was proposed by Cllr Hutt, seconded 
by Cllr Roberts and resolved to proceed with this option and allocate the sum of £1,000 
towards the project.  
 

c) Provision of CCTV at the playing field – the Clerk reported that further quotations had 
been sought but no information had been received in time for the meeting. 
 

d) Councillor contact information – the Chair asked for clarification as to what information 
members were happy to have published on the website and Facebook page. After 
debate it was agreed to publish councillors’ names and Clerks contact information on 
the Facebook page and refer the public to the website for further contact details.  
 

e) Dilton News – the Chair reported that it was possible to have an insert in the White 
Horse News (which would have to be printed and delivered to Melksham). An alternative 
was to submit a report for direct inclusion, although inclusion could not be guaranteed. 
The Chair would investigate the administrative arrangements which would be required 



 

 

in order to have the Dilton News inserted into the White Horse News and liaise with the 
Clerk accordingly.  
 

f) Containers at the playing field – members had been provided with a copy of the 
electrical installation inspection which had been carried out at the containers and the 
quotations which had been received to attend to the required work.  Following debate, 
it was proposed by Cllr Irving, seconded by Cllr Roberts and resolved to award a 
contract for the work to S Bartlett at a cost of £2,380.   
 

g) Football at playing field – the Chair reported that a ride on mower had been sourced 
and for use by the Dilton Rovers to maintain the pitch.  She proposed that the Parish 
Council reimburse the team for its purchase at a cost of £550.00.  This was proposed 
by Cllr Irving, seconded by Cllr Durham and resolved.  
 

h) Speed Indicator Device (SID) – the Clerk reported that the SID had been ordered and 
delivery was expected within 7 days.   
 

2692 Parish Council Reports 
Previously submitted and circulated reports are appended to the minutes including updates on: 

 Memorial Hall  

 Community Speed Watch  

 Dilton Rovers FC/ Dilton Marsh Wanderers FC– Cllr Hutt reported that a set of goalposts 
had been stored outside the containers, which she confirmed belonged to Dilton 
Rovers. A site visit had also been carried out with representatives from the F.A to 
prepare a report on potential improvements to the pitch and the field drainage.  The 
Chair would keep members informed.  

 Neighbourhood Planning  

 Police Report – Cllr Harris provided an update on police activity in the village and she 
would provide members with the relevant information.  
 

 Councillor reports –for updates/information only 
 

o Cllr Hutt – reported that an exercise group had been using the playing field.  Cllr 
Harris had tried to make contact with them. She also updated members on Cllr 
Jarvis’ work with the flower boxes, a report on this would be circulated to 
members and appended to the minutes.  

o Cllr Irving – reminded members that bulb planting should be listed as agenda 
item for the September meeting.  

o Cllr Roberts – highlighted the updates from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group, which had been circulated to members.  

o Cllr Durham – reported the next stage of the tree project, which would be the 
survey.  Now that non-essential works were being permitted again, he hoped 
that the survey would be conducted shortly.  

 

 Wiltshire Councillor Wickham:  
o Thanked the community of Dilton Marsh for its supportive efforts during the 

COVID19 pandemic, which had been of great help to Wiltshire Council.  
o Thanked residents who had reported incidents of fly tipping, which she was 

reporting onward to Wiltshire Council.  
o Referenced a recent press report which had stated Wiltshire had experienced a 

300% increase in COVID19 cases, clarifying that whilst this was correct the 
cases had increased from 1 to 4.  

o Referenced another press report which had stated that Wiltshire Council was in 
danger of bankruptcy.  This had arisen following its response to a BBC question 
on finances which had included the information that there had been no income 
during the lockdown as against a dramatic increase in outgoing costs (£50M) 



 

 

to support measures relating to COVID19. She reported that there would be 
funds provided by central government. An explanation of a s114 notice was 
given – whereby if the finance director decides that the Council is incapable of 
a balanced budget and has exhausted funding options a s114 notice can be 
issued.  This requires the Council to meet within 21 days to produce a budget 
to meet spending requirements.  She confirmed that the Council was not at 
immediate risk of bankruptcy.  

 

 Parish Clerk – reported that two items of correspondence had been received expressing 
concern at the dangerous exit from Weavers Close due to parked cars along the High 
Street. It was agreed that these would be fed into the Council’s list of traffic issues for 
further consideration.  
 

2693 Meeting schedule  
Thursday 17th September 2020 at 7.30pm.  
Members noted that the Council would recess in August, although a meeting would be called 
if necessary. Arrangements for the September meeting would be confirmed nearer the time 
and would be dependent on the latest advice from central government.  
 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.05 pm.  


