
 

 

  
 

 

 
Minutes of a virtual meeting (Zoom) of the Parish Council held on 

 Thursday 19th November 2020 at 7.00 pm.  
 

Present: Cllr Hutt (Chair), Cllr Harris, Cllr Jarvis, Cllr Durham, Cllr Irving, Cllr Gibbs and Cllr Howells. 
 
In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk) and 3 members of the public.  

 

 
Public Forum  
Members of the public were invited to make representations to the Council on any matters relating to the work of 
the Council or to raise any issues of concern: 

 A report was received from a representative of Fairfield Farm College, in support of the report circulated by 
the Chair.  The representative spoke to the plans for the development of the college as outlined in the 
circulated report and asked how the college could work with the Parish Council in taking the planning 
process forward.  The college outlined that the next step would be involvement with the Neighbourhood 
Plan Steering Group. In response to a question it was confirmed that carbon neutral development would 
be a priority in the preparation of the plans. It was confirmed that there was no timeline for the plans as yet.  

 The Clerk to the Steering Group provided an update on the status of the plan; informing members that once 
funding was approved a draft report would be drawn up by the consultant. The next meeting was taking 
place the following week and the suggestions from the college would be added to that agenda. The Clerk 
would check with the Chair of the NPSG as to the appropriateness of a college representative attending 
the meeting. It was confirmed that a parish wide consultation had been carried out in 2019 and had included 
questions on local amenities and facilities.  

 

 
2721 Apologies for absence 

Cllr Johnson due to work commitments - accepted. 
Cllr Morland due to being unable to access virtual meetings – accepted.  
Cllr Roberts due to domestic commitment - accepted.  
 

2722 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations to Participate  
None.  

2723 Minutes  
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th October 2020 were approved for 
accuracy and adopted (proposed Cllr Hutt, seconded Cllr Jarvis) and the supporting Action List 
(previously circulated) noted. The Chair referenced the agreement in the minutes for a traffic 
request to be made to CATG and it was confirmed this would be added to the next Action List.   
 
The minutes of a meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group held on 1st October 
2020were adopted, having been approved for accuracy by the Steering Group (proposed Cllr 
Hutt, seconded Cllr Gibbs).  
 
The Clerk was asked to send an email to members on the day of meetings, re-sending the 
zoom link and confirming the meeting start time.  
 

2724 Casual Vacancy  
Members received notification of the resignation of Cllr Poynton and declared a casual 
vacancy. It was noted that the Ordinary Elections were scheduled for May 2021 and, given this 
was within six months of the date of the Casual Vacancy, it was noted that no action would be 
taken to fill the vacancy. The Clerk would report the vacancy to Wiltshire Council in the normal 
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way.  Members expressed their thanks for Cllr Poynton’s contribution. 
 

2725 Wiltshire Council Report  
Wiltshire Councillor Suzanne Wickham had sent apologies for absence and had provided a 
report, which was read out by the Chair.  The report is copied below: 
 
Firstly, the food litter that has been reported.  I forwarded the details as soon as I was able to 
speak to Jan Chivers from Selwood Housing, when she returned from her holiday.  The 
information was logged at that time and I spoke to Head of Pest Control yesterday as clearly 
the likelihood of this activity attracting rats is quite high. They are looking into it, but I’m not sure 
that there will be an update before your meeting this evening. 
I will forward the email trail so that you are up to speed. 
 
The other thing we discussed Kathy was the outreach work that the Area Board have agreed 
to fund for Youth Worker to go ‘on the street’ to chat to young people and help where they feel 
that their mental health has been impacted on due to COVID.  I attended a meeting yesterday 
and one of the people on the meeting was Samantha (Sam) Shore.  She is a Youth Worker 
and Westbury Area Board have funded for her to work with ‘Young Melksham’ who have trained 
people to do this proactive work with young people and they will be supporting Sam and her 
team.  Unfortunately, the work in the Westbury Area will not begin until the New Year. This is 
due to recruiting, training and DBS checks etc. Sam is forwarding her details to me and has 
agreed that they will also focus on Dilton Marsh after consultation with Dilton Marsh Parish 
Council.  I’ll send on to you her details as soon as I get them. 
 

2726 
 

Planning applications and other planning matters  
a) To resolve the Council’s comments on applications received and not previously 

responded to as listed below: No planning applications. 
  

b) To agree the comments to be sent to Wiltshire Council in respect of any planning 
applications received after 13th November 2020 – None.   
 

2727 Planning decisions, appeals and enforcements  
Members noted the planning decision as listed:  
 

20/05478/FUL Clivey Paddocks Clivey 
Dilton Marsh Westbury 
Wiltshire BA13 4BA 

Construction of menage 
pony arena 
 
Approve with Conditions 
 

 
  

  



 

 

2728 Finance  
a) Council expenditure as below listed was approved (proposed Cllr Irving, seconded Cllr 

Gibbs). 
b) Financial Position Statement October 2020 – previously circulated and noted.  

 

Payee Detail and statutory power  Amount Chq 
no 

 

HMRC  PAYE November 2020 
LGA 1972 s 112 

£ 138.52  1838 

ASK Grounds Maint Grounds and play areas November 
LGMPA 1976 s 19 

£ 640.00 1839 

Glasdon  Recycled bench  
Parish Councils Act 1957 

£ 574.00 1840 

Nicola Duke Pay adjustment October  
LGA 1972 s 112 

£ 28.30 1846 

Kompan  Cradle seat part  
LGMPA 1976 s 19 

£ 110.40 1841 

Community First Premium for mower  
LGA 1972 s 111 

£21.22 1842 

Complete Fire Services Annual maintenance PF container 
LGMPA 1976 s 19 

£23.40 1843 

Wellington Signs  Playing field signs  
LGA 1972 s 144 

£218.40 1844 

Gritbins.net 4 x 100l grit bins  
Highways Act 1980 ss 43 50 

£270.72 1845 

Townsend Design & Print Printing, Dilton News  
LGA 1972 s 142 

£82.50 1847 

 

2729 Parish Project updates and reports  
a) Additional bins – the Clerk reported that she was working with Fiona Waind at Wiltshire 

Council to agree on the relocation of one bin to the Providence Chapel, the installation 
of a new bin at the bottom of Tower Hill and the plans to relocate the bin outside the 
fish and chip shop. She would report back to members when Wiltshire Council had 
confirmed the arrangements.  

 
Parish Projects requiring decisions  

a) CCTV – members considered the re-allocation of the task of drafting governance 
protocols following the resignation of Cllr Poynton and it was noted that Cllr Johnson 
had offered to take this forward.  After consideration and due to workloads it was agreed 
to defer this to the January meeting. 
 

b) Speed Indicator Device – no updates.   
 

c) Traffic issues at Tower Hill –Cllr Howells reported that he would like a list of the number 
of accidents which had occurred at Tower Hill over the last 2 years so this could be 
compared to other areas of the parish.  He also asked the Parish Council to consider 
installing a speed hump near the chicane, to slow the traffic down. The Chair reported 
that she had been in touch with the WC traffic engineer who had confirmed that vertical 
traffic calming could not be installed on B roads.  She suggested that another metro 
count be requested, possibly just inside the 30 mph limit before the chicane. It was 
agreed to submit this request to the next CATG meeting, which was scheduled for 
January 2021.  Cllr Howells stated that a pedestrian footpath was required, as had been 
reported and requested previously. The Chair asked Cllr Howells to provide a report to 
the Clerk, which could then be submitted to Wiltshire Council Highways. Cllr Howells 
also reported on issues with the stile at Tower Hill, which still had not been attended to. 



 

 

He asked for this to be addressed as a matter of urgency. The Clerk would raise the 
issue with Cllr Wickham as no action had been taken by Wiltshire Council despite 
repeated reports from the PC.  
 

d) Telephone kiosk – members considered a new proposal that the kiosk be used to host 
donations of non- perishable supplies in the short term (a Kindness Kiosk). Members 
noted that the longer term plans to establish a plant/seed exchange as per the October 
minutes would be discussed when appropriate. Following debate, it was agreed to 
proceed with this proposal and Cllr Harris would set up the Kindness Kiosk, with Cllrs 
Irving and Jarvis monitoring it.  Details of the initiative would be posted on social media, 
the website and in the Dilton News. Further signposting information would be made 
available at the Kiosk itself. It was agreed to review the initiative at the December 
meeting.  
 

e) Barrier at Alan Powell Lane – members noted correspondence from a resident 
(previously circulated) and noted that permissions for the barrier were being discussed 
with the Rights of Way team at Wiltshire Council.  Members noted that the project was 
therefore on hold at the current time. 
 

2730 Parish Council Reports  
Memorial Hall – Cllr Hutt reported that the hall was currently closed due to the Covid-19 
lockdown. 

 
Dilton Rovers FC/ Dilton Marsh Wanderers FC– Cllr Hutt reported that football matches were 
suspended at the current time. It was hoped that these would re-commence in December. It 
was noted that planned improvements to the playing field and pitch had been listed as an 
agenda item for December.  The Chair reported that the aeration of the pitch had been carried 
out as previously agreed.    

 
Neighbourhood Planning – no report. Members noted that there had been another meeting at 
the end of October and the Clerk was asked to circulate the minutes.  

 
Policing Matters – Cllr Harris had provided a report, which had been circulated to members and 
is copied below:  

 
Let’s start with some good news … PC Jamie Darvill has been joined by PCSO Alice Moore, 
who will be covering both Westbury and Westbury Rural (including Dilton) at the moment. It is 
hoped that another PCSO will be joining her soon and it will then be decided who covers which 
patch. 
 
I have been communicating with Jamie about obtaining notices that we can place under the 
windscreens of vehicles that park on the pavement. He is looking into this and is in discussions 
with colleagues as to the best way to go about this i.e., should the notices be issued by the 
police or the PC. I will report back when I hear more. 
 
Jamie has issued the following report about October crimes in the vicinity:  
 
Thankfully it’s been a quiet month as such and there are only four incidents that I need to raise 
for discussion.  
Between 17th and 23rd October there were two incidents where smoke bombs were let off under 
the railway bridge. They weren’t targeted at anyone, but, did cause a nuisance.  
Then at Fairwood Lakes there was some damage caused to a digger that was on hire, whereby 
a window was smashed overnight 17th Oct / 18th Oct.  
Again, on 18th Oct we had reports of suspicious activity in Petticoat Lane where a person was 
seen to walk down a drive and when the security lights activated the person quickly left. Due 
to this one I would urge that a message be sent out about general home security and also that 
if persons do see suspicious incidents, they do report them.  



 

 

And finally, we are still investigating a matter that has been reported whereby a resident of 
Dilton Marsh has tried to purchase a lock knife. Although this may not be an offence per say if 
it’s for work purposes knife crime and related matters are always investigated thoroughly. 
 
In light of Jamie’s comments about home security awareness, I will post something on FB 
pages to that effect. 
 
Fairfield College – a report from Cllr Hutt following an online meeting with the College held on 
5th November 2020 had been circulated to members and is copied below:  

  
 Lights on in the evening: TP confirmed that these are on a timer, which has recently 

been switched back on as the evenings are darker. There are bookings on site until 
9.00 and then the lights should go off. Please report back if this is not the case.  

 Hedges: the first bushes planted have not taken, these are being replaced with beech 
to fall in line with the other perimeter hedges that are around the college.  

 Farmhouse: refurbishment now complete. Adjacent lean to/store being made safe. 
Serious flooding has hindered progress, resulted in trees being removed from gardens 
to make way for soak away and extended drainage. Confirmed that garden will 
comprise lawn, sensory garden and vegetable patch. ACTION: KH to visit and have a 
tour.  

 Entrance to college is being extended to allow two-way traffic through barrier and ease 
congestion/improve safety. 

 Arena Project: will be started by Easter.  
 Bonfire has been relocated and this has been acknowledged by the community as 

positive. Incidence of fly tipping has reduced and the college has increased its waste 
management systems to reduce the farm waste being burned. 

 Breakspear Site (the land which extends beyond FFC towards the Halt, previously used 
for horticultural production): difficult to manage and has been left derelict. Has been 
broken into many times and vandalised. Concerns around squatting and unlawful entry. 
Trustees are currently reviewing its use. Surveys underway as it is a brownfield site. 
Discussion about the settlement boundary which was accepted in February. There has 
been significant interest from private developers to purchase the site for development 
purposes, but our preference at this point is to join Parish in the development of the 
neighbourhood plan so that there is input from the residents about the developments of 
the site. It was noted that the Parish Council Steering Group have identified that there 
is a shortage of suitable and affordable housing. This also aligns with the college that 
requires modern and accessible purpose built accommodation for its residents. 
Currently the 6 houses are not able to meet this demand. We are working with the LA 
to explore some options and also the community to best provide what is required and 
to uphold the aims of the charity, which is a central proponent of the community.  

 
Traffic issues – Cllr Hutt reported on the Clivey road closure planned for December, which had 
been circulated. Cllr Jarvis reported that the signage relating to this was impacting visibility at 
the end of Red Pit.  The Clerk would raise this with Highways as well as submitting a request 
that traffic should not be diverted down The Hollow.  She would also ask that signage relating 
to the road closure be posted at earlier locations in the village as well, so that vehicles had the 
opportunity to turn around. Cllr Jarvis requested that any scalpings generated from the road 
works be used to fill the pot holes down Red Pit.  The Clerk would forward this request to the 
Highways Department. The Chair also reported that the requested metro count at Hisomley 
cross roads had been carried out last year, but that another one would be requested to further 
monitor traffic along the B3098. It was noted that at the last count a year ago the speeding 
recorded did not warrant any action by the authorities.  It was confirmed that a speed watch 
site at the bottom of Tower Hill had been approved.  
 
Social Media – Cllr Harris reported that she was now posting parish council news on the parish 
council Facebook page, but no longer on the village Facebook page.  She reported that she 
would be adding the councillors’ names to the Facebook page shortly. Cllr Gibbs highlighted 



 

 

that the best times to post on Facebook would be at popular usage times; such as lunchtimes 
and early evenings.  It was noted that posts could be scheduled to post at a certain time.  Cllr 
Gibbs was thanked for her efforts in live streaming the Remembrance Sunday service on the 
PC Facebook page.  
 
Litter pick – Cllr Gibbs reported that a local resident designed the litter pick posters for the PC 
and proposed a thank you to him be recorded in the Dilton News in December.  This was 
agreed and Cllr Gibbs would provide the Clerk with some appropriate words. 
 
Councillor reports:  
 
Cllr Irving – reported she was increasingly concerned about Fairwood Road and the increasing 
speed and volume of traffic. She stated that there was a general lack of awareness that there 
was a 30 mph speed limit.  She had been told that it was not possible to install a repeater sign 
at the location due to the presence of street lighting, but emphasized the importance of having 
some visual reminder of the speed limit.  Cllr Irving also noted that the recent road closure had 
not been notified to residents and this had caused some inconvenience to residents.  The Clerk 
would also raise these items with the Highways department.  
 
Cllr Jarvis – reported that the village flower boxes had been cleared and re-planted.  She would 
provide the Clerk with a copy of the bill.  Cllr Jarvis was thanked for attending to this.  
 
Cllr Howells – asked for clarification as to why neighbouring villages had repeater signs, but 
Dilton Marsh did not.  The Chair confirmed that the PC was in possession of a Speed Indicator 
Device, which would be got up and running as soon as possible He reported that he had had 
a deluge of slurry at his house over the weekend, which had been come from the neighbouring 
field.  He confirmed that he had raised this with the Environmental Health department at 
Wiltshire Council, which would look into the issue. It was noted that this was a re-occurring 
problem. The Clerk was asked to identify the landowner and liaise with Wiltshire Council. 
 
Cllr Hutt – had circulated an update on the position with the Prince of Wales pub, and would 
continue to keep members updated.   
 
Cllr Harris – reported that the lid of the bin at Park Road heading towards The Circle was 
missing. She also reported on a request that the wreaths be moved down a level at the War 
Memorial so that the names could be seen. The Clerk would arrange for this to be looked at.  
 

2731 Meeting schedule  
Thursday 17th December 2020 at 7.00pm. Members were asked to note the different start time 
for virtual meetings. Arrangements for the December meeting would be confirmed nearer the 
time and would be dependent on the latest advice from central government.  
 

2732 Confidential Information  

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted at Agenda Item 2733 
members resolved (proposed Cllr Hutt, seconded Cllr Howells) that the press and public be 
excluded from this part of the meeting.  

 

Such a resolution would be in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 Sec 1 (2), which states "A body may, by resolution, exclude the public from a meeting 
(whether during the whole or part of the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial 
to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or 
for other special reasons stated in the resolution and arising from the nature of that business 
or of the proceedings; and where such a resolution is passed, this Act shall not require the 
meeting to be open to the public during proceedings to which the resolution applies.’’ 
 



 

 

2733 Clerks Pay  
Members considered the award of a Spinal Column point increment from SCP18 (£12.98 per 
hour) to SCP19 (£13.24 per hour) in accordance with minute reference 2634 November 2019. 
This was approved and resolved (proposed Cllr Hutt, seconded Cllr Irving). 
 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.45 pm.  


