
 

   
 

 

 
Minutes of a virtual meeting (Zoom) of the Parish Council held on  

Thursday 17th December 2020 commencing at 7.00 pm.  
 

Present: Cllr Hutt (Chair), Cllr Harris, Cllr Jarvis, Cllr Irving, Cllr Gibbs, Cllr Johnson, Cllr Roberts and Cllr Howells.  
 
In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk), Wiltshire Councillor Suzanne Wickham and 1 member of the public.  

 

 
Public Forum  
Members of the public were invited to make representations to the Council on any matters relating to the work of 
the Council or to raise any issues of concern: 

 Mr Roy Amner, Planning and Development Manager at Intelligent Alternatives Ltd, spoke to the Council 
regarding the proposed solar farm to the west of West Wilts Trading Estate, information about which had 
been previously circulated. The proposed site lies within both Dilton Marsh and Westbury, although the 
solar panels would all be in Dilton Marsh. Mr Amner reported that the solar farm would take up to six months 
to construct, operate for 40 years then take up to six months to demolish, after which the ground would be 
fully re-instated to agricultural land. The panels would be 3m tall, static and run from east to west – 
described as having the look of a “sideways vineyard”. Construction access would be via Dairy Farm in 
Fairwood Road which lies at the south western end of the proposed site. Access at the other end via 
Storridge Farm is being investigated, but is unlikely to be possible. Sheep would continue to graze the fields 
during the operation of the solar farm; about 4/5ths of the site would remain as grazed grassland planted 
with grass/clover/wildflower seed mix.  The site provider would be an agricultural tenant with an obligation 
to prepare construction and traffic plans and environmental and diversity policies. When construction has 
been completed, there would be no traffic to and from the site. A planning application is likely to be made 
to Wiltshire Council at the end of January 2021, seeking permission for dual use during the life of the 
development with no change of use to a brownfield site. If consent is given, the aim would be to complete 
the project by the end of summer 2021.  A community benefit would be paid to the parish council for local 
use as all the infrastructure for the development is within the Dilton Marsh parish; this fund could be used 
for any community initiative. Documentation had been sent to the Clerk in respect of this. Mr Amner took 
some questions from members regarding access, battery storage which is not planned at the present time, 
flood risk and grazing arrangements. He and confirmed that he would be happy to attend another 
consultation meeting and/or the PC meeting at which the formal application is was to be considered. More 
detailed information and a location map is available from the Parish Clerk and will be published in the next 
edition of the Dilton News as well as on the Parish Council website and Facebook pages. 

 

 

2734 Apologies for absence 
Cllr Morland due to inability to attend virtual meetings – accepted.  
Cllr Durham was absent.  
 

2735 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations to Participate  
None.  

2736 Minutes  
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 19th November 2020 were approved 
for accuracy with two amendments and adopted (proposed Cllr Harris, seconded Cllr Irving) 
and the supporting Action List was noted (copy previously circulated). 
 
The minutes of a meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group held on 22nd October 
2020 were adopted, following approval for accuracy by the NPSG (proposed Cllr Hutt, 
seconded Cllr Jarvis) and the draft minutes of a meeting held on 26th November 2020 were 
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received for information (previously circulated). Cllr Roberts reported that the next meeting of 
the NPSG was scheduled for 28th January 2021. 
 

2737 Wiltshire Council Report  
Wiltshire Councillor Suzanne Wickham reported the following:  

 Outlined that part of the Community Engagement Manager’s role was to research the 
impact of COVID across all sections of the community to look at what extra support 
might be needed.  WC had put together a survey to gather evidence on this and ideas 
to help the development of a COVID recovery plan for each area of the community.  
Cllr Wickham would send the survey to the PC for the website and Facebook.  

 

2738 
 

Planning applications and other planning matters  
a) To resolve the Council’s comments on applications received and not previously 

responded to as listed below: None at time of issue. 
  

b) To agree the comments to be sent to Wiltshire Council in respect of any planning 
applications received after 10th December 2020:  

  

20/10662/FUL Land at Westbury Sailing 
Lake, Station Road, 
Westbury, Wiltshire 

Proposed erection of 19 
dwellings with associated 
roads, footways, parking, 
landscaping and drainage. 
This application provides an 
additional 6 units to that 
previous consented under 
outline/reserved matters 
(300) and proposes a 
variation in layout for the 
area subject of the 
application totaling 306 
dwellings.  
 
PC Comment: No 
objection.   
 

 

 
c) Northacre Renewable Energy Ltd – members considered the PC’s response to the 

Environmental Permit Application for the energy from waste facility on the Northacre 
Trading Estate in Westbury (information previously circulated). It was noted that the 
areas on which comment could be made were very limited as this application did not 
relate to planning permission. Members would send comments to the Clerk (including 
suggested responses from Mr Jarvis, via Cllr Jarvis) who would prepare a draft 
response, which would be circulated to members before issue.  
 

2739 Planning decisions, appeals and enforcements  
To note planning and enforcement decisions, notices and updates as listed: None at time of 
issue. 

 
  

  



 
2740 Finance  

a) Council expenditure –expenditure as below listed was approved (proposed Cllr Hutt, 
seconded Cllr Irving).  

b) Financial Position Statement November 2020 – noted. 
c) External Auditor Report for year ending 31st March 2020 – members noted that the 

External Auditor had signed off the accounts with no matters to raise.  
 

HMRC  PAYE December 2020 £ 138.52  

ASK Grounds Maint Grounds and play areas December £ 249.35 

Nicola Duke Pay adjustment November £ 24.14 

Cllr V Jarvis Flower box expenses £ 60.90 

SSE Electric, playing field containers  £ 47.28 

N Duke Clerks expenses  £ 4.34 

Wiltshire Publications Ltd  Dilton News distribution  £40.80 

PKF Littlejohn External audit fee 2019/20 £240.00 

Townsend Printing Dilton News printing £66.00 
 

2741 Parish Project updates and reports  
a) Additional bins – the Clerk reported that WC had advised the bin could be replaced with 

a larger unit although the costs of this and the installation would need to be met by the 
PC.  Members were asked to approve the allocation of up to £250 to meet these costs 
and this was agreed, subject to the identification of a suitable site. The final site for the 
new bin would need to be agreed and checked with Wiltshire Council. It was noted that 
consultation with neighbouring residents would need to take place before a final location 
was agreed. Members discussed potential sites for the new bin and agreed that a list 
of options would be circulated.   
 

b) Football pitch improvements – members considered how to move forward with the work 
required at the football pitch following the report from the F.A and the following was 
noted:  
 

a. The ground had been very wet and no works had been carried out during the 
second lockdown period.  

b. The Chair had met a representative of Bratton Recreation Ground who had 
carried out a site visit to look into mitigation measures for the ground. A drainage 
ditch along the fence line with the field behind (south east) had been identified 
as a potential project.   

c. The Chair would send information to the Playing Field Working Group for their 
comment and a meeting would be arranged to develop a possible plan, with the 
input of appropriate professional advice.  

d. The potential to plant additional trees and hedges to assist with drainage was 
discussed and it was noted that the PC had been developing a project for tree 
planting in conjunction with Cllr Durham and Wessex Water prior to the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

e. The Chair reported on the possibility of working with the Wildlife Trust on this 
project and the option to ‘plant’ worms to assist with the drainage.  

 

2742 Parish Council Reports  

 Memorial Hall – Cllr Hutt reported that the hall had re-opened and a wedding reception 
(in line with social distance regulations) was taking place at the weekend. Another grant 
had been claimed for the loss of income during the second lockdown period. Cllr Harris 
reported that January 2021 was the centenary anniversary of the Hall (foundation stone 
laid 2nd January 1921) and a celebratory event would be arranged at the appropriate 
time, dependent on the situation with the coronavirus pandemic. Cllr Roberts suggested 
that the committee consider the installation of WI-FI at the hall. Cllr Hutt confirmed that 
this was on the project list.  
 



 

 Dilton Rovers FC/ Dilton Marsh Wanderers FC– Cllr Hutt reported that there had been 
matches played and progress could be followed on the team Facebook pages.  
 

 Neighbourhood Planning – Cllr Roberts reported that work was ongoing and zoom 
meetings were taking place, with minutes of the meetings being circulated. It was 
confirmed that the grant application to Locality had been successful and work on the 
village profile would therefore soon begin. The sub groups continued to work on 
individual policy areas. The Clerk confirmed the work which the consultant would be 
carrying out and circulated the information from her.  It was noted it had previously been 
agreed that Cllrs Roberts and Poynton would share the PC representation on to the 
Steering Group and the Clerk would list this as a future agenda item following Cllr 
Poynton’s resignation.   
 

 Policing Matters – Cllr Harris had provided a report, which had been circulated to 
members and is copied below: 
 
 I start with some good news ... I have just heard PCSO Alice Moore will be assigned to 
Dilton Marsh from now on, replacing Luke who left a little while back. Up until now we 
didn't know whether Alice would be covering Westbury town or rural ... and she has 
announced it's rural. 
Although unable to join us at this PC meeting, she hopes to be present at our next one, 
shift dependent. 
 
There are two incidents to report since our last meeting: 
08/12 - RTC at the junction with Clivey and Stormore (caused damage to the grassed 
area and the Stormore road sign) – this is still being progressed and Jamie will be in 
contact in due course with regards an outcome and details for claiming through 
insurance for the damage. [A young driver from the village heading towards the A36 
failed to see the road closed signs at the top of Clivey in time and ended up veering 
across the green to his left.] 
  
09/12 – assault on school student by another student on a bus – both parties live Dilton 
Marsh and the bus was travelling into Dilton Marsh at the time. School and police 
involved. 
 
Work on the pavement parking notices is ongoing. 
 

 Kindness Kiosk – Cllr Harris had provided a report, which had been circulated to 
members and is copied below:  

 
Village response to this continues to be positive and a massive thank you to Val for 
keeping an inventory of items in there. At one point it was overflowing with items but in 
the last few days there has been a thinning out. Messages were posted on FB 
encouraging people not to overload the kiosk but replenish as and when needed. Excess 
items and those that haven't been taken after a reasonable amount of time will be taken 
to either Fairfield Farm College's foodbank collection point or Westbury foodbank. 
 
The kiosk currently is also the collection point for the carol sheets and the festive lights 
quiz. 

 
Cllr Jarvis and Gibbs proposed the purchase of a shelving unit at a cost of £20 to enable 
items to be better displayed in the kiosk.  This was approved (proposed Cllr Hutt, 
seconded Cllr Irving) and Cllr Gibbs undertook to arrange collection.  Mr Jarvis would 
assist with installation.   
 

 Village tree planting scheme – Cllr Durham had not sent a report in advance of the 



 
meeting and was absent, so no update was given. The Chair would contact him for any 
available update.  
 

 Parish Clerk – the Parish Clerk asked members to note that the PC did not publish a 
newsletter in December. She confirmed that she was working on a list of those areas 
which did not receive a copy of the White Horse News.  
 

 Councillor reports:  
Cllr Gibbs – reported that the school flashing lights at the corner of the Church were not 
working. She had contacted the engineer and given the Christmas holidays he would 
attend site to re-programme the first week in January.  She also reported on a message 
from Santa for the children of the village which had been organised by the school and 
which would be promoted locally.  
 
Cllr Hutt – drew attention to the Carols on your Doorstep event and the national door 
step bell ringing scheduled for Christmas Eve at 6.00 pm. 
 
Cllr Harris – drew attention to a request to have a Christmas Tree at both village greens 
for Christmas 2021. This would be taken forward at the appropriate time and planned 
together with consideration for the Santa Float so that a more formal event could be put 
together for the community.  
 
Cllr Irving – informed members that there had been a split bin bag of dead birds at The 
Hollow, which had been reported to the Environmental Health department.  The Clerk 
was asked to look into this. A large amount of fly tipping had been dumped in the layby 
at Fairwood Road.  It was agreed to let Wiltshire Councillor Suzanne Wickham know 
about this as well as reporting this via the myWilts app.  
 
Cllr Jarvis – asked whether there would be any more patching carried out on the B3093 
and when the cat’s eyes would be replaced and presented apologies for the January 
meeting.  Cllr Harris reported that the road was due for resurfacing in the spring and 
that the work carried out so far was preparatory for this.  
 
Cllr Howells -  reported on the problem with slurry coming from land behind his house, 
which was discussed at the last meeting. It was confirmed that the Clerk was liaising 
with WC about this.  Cllr Howells reported the land had flooded again and WC had 
carried out a site visit. He asked for the PC to identify the landowner so that this 
information could be passed onto Wiltshire Council.  The Clerk was asked to take this 
forward. Cllr Howells confirmed that a number of properties in Tower Hill were being 
affected by this issue and slurry was going into Biss Brook.  
 

2743 Meeting schedule  
Thursday 21st January 2021 at 7.00pm. Arrangements for the January meeting would be 
confirmed nearer the time and would be dependent on the latest advice from central 
government.  
 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.50 pm.  


