
 DILTON MARSH PARISH COUNCIL 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP 

Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 30 November 2017 at 7.30 pm at the Memorial Hall, Dilton 

Marsh. 

 

Present: Cllr K Hutt, Cllr S Harris, Cllr A Irving, Cllr A Gibbs, Sophie O’Neill, Jeremy Knibbs, Angie 

Gibbs, David Newell, Steve Poulter, Rebecca Durham, Martin Cole, Pablo Hermando, Paul Moulson, 

Colin Mutch, Jane Cryer, Sue Woodhouse.  

In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk) 

 

1. Apologies for absence  

Pauline Medhurst.    

2. Declarations of Interest  

Cllr Irving explained the nature of declarations of interest.  None were declared.  

3. Cross brief  

a) General Update PC members – the Parish Clerk reported that the planned meeting with 

the Wiltshire Council liaison officer was still to take place.  A2 plans had been prepared, 

which were available for people to take.  Cllr Middleton had set up the google sharing 

platform and the method of access was explained by Cllr Harris. Members discussed the 

benefit of referring to other parish plans and this was noted.  

b) Group updates: 

a.  Community wellbeing and amenities – a couple of meetings had taken place.  

The first meeting had carried out an overview of what the village currently 

provides in terms of assets, activities, clubs  and facilities. The group had agreed 

it was important to make the village aware of the current provision as a starting 

point for establishing what else may be required. A draft list of opportunities 

and ideas would be put forward for consideration, some of which would have a 

cost.  Research would be carried out in order to understand the demographic 

and the social dynamic in the village. It was expected that some plans would be 

developed which would need to form part of a Parish Plan as opposed to 

forming part of the Neighbourhood Plan. A list of draft measures would be 

prepared to populate the google form.  Consideration had been given to 

methods of consultation and community engagement and it had been agreed 

that corporate branding would be required.  All surveys would need multiple 

methods of dissemination. The group felt that any questionnaire would need to 

be a combined effort comprising all groups – perhaps staggered – with advance 

notice in the Dilton News.  

b. Environment, energy and green spaces – it had been noted that the evidence 

base needed to be collected in order to establish what surveys had already been 

undertaken in the parish. It was reported that an ecologist survey of the whole 

would likely cost between £5,000 and £7,000.  The clerk reported that the 

Council would liaise with Wiltshire Council to gather existing evidence.  The 



group had held a meeting and had identified its initial proposals, all of which 

were available on the google spreadsheet: 

 protect  existing green spaces 

 maintain and enhance rural atmosphere  

 maintain existing recreation spaces  

 provide additional space to support new development  

 retain green undeveloped spaces around village  

 prevent coalescence with the urban area of Westbury (railway line acts 

as a good buffer) 

 protect and reduce vulnerability to flooding and climate change 

 encourage renewal energy installations if not affect the character of the 

village 

 rural footpaths and access to rural walks 

  encourage development and set aside land for allotments 

  protect air quality against increase in road traffic as result of growth of 

Westbury.  

c. Economic and commercial development – the group had identified the starting 

point as being to identify the provision of local businesses in the area.  A list 

would be collated and put up on the shared space so members could contribute 

to and amend it. A questionnaire would then be developed for local businesses 

to find out why they were based in Dilton Marsh, what attracted them to the 

location and what may be preventing them from growth. The group suggested 

that Business breakfasts and providing a noticeboard for business cards could be 

useful to local employers. It was noted that employment areas had been 

identified in the Local Plan – Petticoat Lane, Clivey and the Fairwood Rd 

industrial estate. Helping businesses currently located in the parish to grow 

would be the focal point for the group as well as looking at what new businesses 

could be attracted to the spaces available. 

d. Transport – ideas from the first meeting had been uploaded to the shared 

platform.  The group’s starting point related to the main high street, primarily 

looking at how speed could be reduced as well as considering ways to manage 

the school traffic including liaising with the school over its Transport Plan. Other 

issues which would be looked at included the increase in through traffic, the 

problems with traffic at Tower Hill and the rat runs at Petticoat Lane and 

Fairwood Road. Cllr Harris reported that Highways and Transport Group within 

the PC would be joining with the Transport NP group.  The group was arranging 

a meeting with the speed watch group at Chapmanslade to investigate the 

provision of a Speed Indicator Device.  It was noted that the parish was an 

agricultural village and this would therefore need to be taken into account when 

planning any traffic calming measures.  The group had arranged a meeting for 

3rd January – and the Norton St Philip Traffic Action Group Chairman was 

attending to speak about his experience.  

e. Housing and building – the group was working to establish the current social housing 

provision and providers in the village and would walk the village to establish the 

brownfield sites to see whether there were any suitable for social housing. Work would 

also be done to identify what the village could sustain in terms of development and seek 

views from residents as to how large they want the village to be. A Housing Needs 

Survey would be requested from Wiltshire Council.  It was noted that the local school 

was at capacity and this meant there would be no scope for adding extra housing.  



4. Agree next steps  

 Parish Council to meet with the liaison officer at Wiltshire Council.  

 Groups to carry on with their work and input into that of other groups on the shared 

platform.  

 It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Plan would include action points/tasks.  

 Asset of Community Value – Prince of Wales pub – the group recommended to the 

PC that the pub be listed as an ACV. . Cllr Harris would send out a link to 

information.   

(At this point Cllr Middleton joined the meeting).  

 

5. Date of next meeting 

Cllr Hutt would provide some dates on which the Memorial Hall was available in January 

2018.  

 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9. 15 pm. 

 


