
   
 

 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group held on Wednesday 
28th February 2018 at 7.30 pm. 

 
Present :  Cllr D Middleton, Cllr A Irving, Cllr S Harris, Cllr K Hutt, Cllr A Gibbs, Jane Cryer, Sue Woodhouse, Pablo 
Hornando, Steve Palter, Rebecca Durham, David Newell, Martin Cole, Sophie O’Neill, Jeremy Knibbs  
 
In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk)  
 
A number of documents were tabled including examples and templates of Neighbourhood Plans.  
 

1.  Declaration of interests – there were no new interests to declare and the clerk would provide a form for 

members to complete for the files.  

 
2. Update on meeting with WC officials – Cllr Middleton reported on a meeting members had attended with 

Vicky Burvill and Steve Sims, which had been useful.  WC had taken on board how far forward the planning 

group was and it had been agreed that the officers would attend the meetings in the future. WC officers 

had also recognised that the Plan might contain duplicate policies in order to provide a dual layer of 

protection for the parish. Information had been provided as to the nature of policies which could be 

included in a NP. The councillors reported their view that the group needed to pare down the policies to be 

included in the plan as quickly as possible.  A further set of objectives could be developed for inclusion in a 

Parish Action Plan at a later date. Cllr Middleton drew attention to the value of using existing plans and 

policies.  

 
The next step was noted to be Local Housing Needs Survey, which would be run by Wiltshire Council with 

support locally for delivery.  This had been organised and the parish clerk was in the process of finalising 

arrangements.  The group needed to work on identifying parcels of land which might be suitable for 

development and the Housing Group reported it had started work on this.  It was confirmed that the main 

development allocated for the area was being planned for Bratton – this was mainly due to the fact that 

Dilton Marsh Primary School was over subscribed.  

 
It was noted that, even if Wiltshire Council policy changed, the NP policy would remain as a material 
consideration of any application.  The NP policy would need to be taken into consideration and WC would 
need to give reasons as to why it had been over ridden.  
 
 

3. Update on PC resolutions and grant application – the group agreed the plan could be written in house with 

a consultant being used to examine the plan against the national and local planning policies.  The need for 

extensive and full consultation with the community was noted.  It was clarified that the PC would 

administer the NP accounts as an earmarked reserve.  

 
4. Discussion – way ahead and timeline – members revised the core themes identified in the Holt plan (page 

9), which were supported with the following alterations: 

 
Preserve and enhance village life, amenities and environment  
Sustaining and developing a sense of community in the parish  
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Following a review of the supporting objectives in the Holt plan the following was agreed:  

 It was important to recognise the linear nature of the village and to ensure that it retained its open 

aspect  

 A policy for the preservation and continued use of the train station (protection) Dilton Marsh Halt 

was felt to be vital 

 The school should be included in any policy relating to off road parking  

 The word ‘appropriate’ was added  to the commercial objective line  

 The word ‘footpaths’ would be replaced with ‘rights of way/ bridleways’  

 The impact of development on flooding and climatic change would be included  

 It was agreed to  encourage the development of carefully planned allotments  

 A policy on renewable energy would be included in the section on development and housing design  

 A main objective would be to Improve and enhance the village identity  

 The clerk would circulate the link for the Core Strategy  

Next stage: 
To finalise the overall vision  
 Begin the layout for each section  
Commence the drafting of policies.  

 
5. Progress report from sub groups  

 
6. Summary of actions and DONM  

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at pm. 

 


