
   
 

 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group held on Wednesday 
25th April 2018 at 7.30 pm. 

 
Present :  Cllr D Middleton, Cllr S Harris, Cllr K Hutt, Cllr A Gibbs, Cllr W Poynton, Jane Cryer, Sue Woodhouse, Pablo 
Hornando,  Rebecca Durham, David Newell, Martin Cole, Sophie O’Neill, Jeremy Knibbs  
 
In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk)  
 
Cllr Middleton stated that the meeting would be focusing on governance issues; appointing a formal chair and 
secretary in order to ensure the Plan process was effectively managed.  
 

1.  Election of Chair and Secretary  
 
Cllr Middleton was elected as Chair of the Steering Group.  The Parish Clerk was appointed as Secretary, 
with the group recommending that the Parish Council be asked to fund the role on a 2 days per month 
basis.  The Chair confirmed that he would take the recommendation to the May meeting of the Council.  
 

2. Evidence gathering  
 
The Chair highlighted that there was already a great deal of data and information in existence which 
needed to be identified and recorded.  The shared Google drive was not felt to have been particularly 
effective and it was agreed that, until a better system was identified, the storage of documents would be 
the responsibility of the parish clerk. It was agreed that a website for Neighbourhood Planning was 
required.  The clerk reported that the Council’s IT hosting system provided a free of charge website and it 
was agreed to recommend to the Council that this be investigated. It was noted that there would be some 
information which might be confidential. Mr Knibbs noted the importance of branding for the 
Neighbourhood Plan group, which would give it its own identity.  It was agreed that he would prepare 
some suggestions for the next meeting. 
 

3. Group work 
 
Housing – the group had reviewed the Holt Neighbourhood Plan and prepared a draft outline for the 
housing section.  A copy was provided.  The group reported that it was exploring the issue of how to 
provide more affordable housing in the parish without any corresponding large developments.  
Consideration was also being given to the following issues: 

 How wildlife could be protected during any development  

 New cycling routes  

 Flooding  
The group reported that it was working on identifying potential sites for development within the village.  
One potential was noted to be the site of the old vicarage. 
 
Traffic – reported that the group was following the Holt plan and developing policies for the Transport 
section of the plan.  The group was highlighting the vital importance of the train station and the 
requirement for a public car park in the village.  
 
 
 
 
 

Phone: 01373 864127 

diltonmarshpc@aol.co.uk 

Clerk to the Council: Ms Nicola Duke 
6 Shetland Close, Westbury, Wilts, BA13 2GN Dilton Marsh 

Parish Council 



Environment – outlined the main policies which the group had been working on,  reporting that there had 
been discussion regarding domestic renewable energy and the potential provision of allotments.  It was 
agreed that the group could look at identifying any trees which may need formal listing and/or protection 
in the parish.  Cllr Hutt provided an update on the planning application for development on land behind 
117 High St, reporting that Wiltshire Councillor Jerry Wickham had undertaken to call the application in to 
the Committee should officers be minded to grant approval.  It was agreed that Rebecca Durham would 
obtain some quotations for land assessment surveys for consideration at the next meeting.  
 
Community – the group reported that they had developed six objectives and were keen to establish a 
method of more cohesive and dynamic communication in the parish.  It was generally agreed that the 
Dilton News newsletter needed an update and revamp.  The parish councillors would raise this at the next 
Council meeting.  
 

4. Community Engagement Strategy – the draft strategy listed the groups and stakeholders who would need 
to be approached and it was agreed that the groups would review this to see if there were any additions 
required.  Cllr Harris would email out a copy of the draft strategy so that the groups could begin to 
populate the document.   
 

5. Housing Needs Survey – the survey had been collected and was distributed.  The deadline for returned 
forms was noted to be 29 May 2018.  
 

6. Date of next meeting – 27 June 2018 at 7.30 pm.  Groups were asked to send the work they had done so far 
into the parish clerk so that it could be collated in the correct format ready for the June meeting.   

 
 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.27 pm.  


