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1.0 Introduction and background 
 
Following the publication of Wiltshire Council’s policy for 20mph speed limits, the authority made a 
commitment to undertake assessments to determine the feasibility of 20mph speed restrictions 
where requests are made, supported and funded by Community Area Transport Groups.   
 
Dilton Marsh Parish Council raised a request for the roads in the village to be subject to an 
assessment to determine the feasibility of a 20mph speed restriction on those routes currently subject 
to a 30mph speed limit. This request was supported by Westbury Community Area Transport Group. 
 
This report assesses the feasibility when considered in respect of the guidance contained in the 
following documents: 
 

i) “Wiltshire Policy on 20mph Speed Limits and Zones”; and, 
ii) The Department for Transport (DfT) Circular 01/2013 “Setting Local Speed Limits”. 

 
The full extent of the area selected to be studied is set out in Appendix A.   
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2.0 Data Collection 
 
Average speed and volume of traffic was recorded using a device called a Metrocount.  This is a 
roadside unit with sensors placed across the road.  Metrocounts were installed at various locations 
throughout the village and operated during the period 18th to 24th September 2019.   
 
The data from each Metrocount has been used to identify free flow traffic speeds. The exact 
location of each counter is identified in Appendix A.   
 
Table 1 below sets out a summary of the free flow speeds of each Metrocount.  
 
Metro Count Number  Total Traffic Volume 

(annual average 
daily traffic) 

85th %ile Speed 
(mph)  

Mean Average Speed 
(mph)  

1 
 

103 31.2 25.2 

2 
 

130 28.6 23 

3 
 

1836 36 30.4 

4 
 

2097 34.2 28.4 

5 
 

164 21.2 17.2 

6 
 

263 33.1 26.8 

7 
 

89 19.5 15.1 

8 2411 31.1 25.9 

9 483 29.4 23.8 

10 2615 35.9 30 

Table 1 – Summary of metrocount results – Dilton Marsh 
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3.0 Collision Data 
 
An investigation into the Police Collision Database shows there have not been any recorded 
Personal Injury Collisions (PICs) within the village on the roads subject to a 30mph speed limit 
during the 3 years preceding this report.  
 
 

4.0 Road Category 
 
The B3099 High Street and A3098 Tower Hill are both categorised as road type 3B. This road type 
is a secondary distributor road which serves to provide a link to the strategic and main distributor 
roads.  
 
The remaining roads within the village’s 30mph speed limit are categorised as road type 4B. These 
are roads providing residential access to properties.   
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5.0 Wiltshire Council Policy 
 
It is important to remember that all speed limits should be set where it can be expected that overall 
compliance with the limit can be realistically achieved.  There is no expectation that higher speeds 
can be reduced merely through the provision of signs; it is likely that hard engineering measures 
would be necessary, such as alteration to the road layout and/or road humps.   
 
There are two different types of 20mph speed restriction – a 20mph Zone and a 20mph Speed 
Limit.   
 
Wiltshire Council policy has taken into account the experience gained from previous studies into 
20mph speed limits and zones, as well as the guidance from DfT Circular 01/2013.  The Wiltshire 
policy identifies options to consider when implementing 20mph zones and limits within the county:  
 
20mph Zones:  
 
20mph zones are defined as areas subject to a 20mph speed restriction which cover a number of 
roads and is supported by the appropriate traffic order and signs.   
 
Typically there will be traffic calming measures at regular intervals throughout the zone to ensure 
that speeds remain reasonably consistent in the area.  These could include the introduction of road 
humps and raised junctions, as well as build outs, chicanes and pinch points.  
 
20mph zones to be considered where:  
 

• Roads are already restricted to a 30mph speed limit 
• A proven history of road user conflict with vulnerable users such as child pedestrians is 

apparent. 
• New residential developments have been introduced. 
• There is an alternative existing route, enabling drivers to avoid the zone. 
• On major streets, there are significant numbers of pedestrian or bicycle journeys that are 

considered to outweigh the disadvantage of longer journeys for motorists.  
 
20mph Speed Limits:  
 
20mph limits are defined as streets where the speed restriction has been reduced to 20mph but 
where there are no physical calming measures.  Drivers are alerted to the restriction by the use of 
terminal and repeater signs only.   
 
20mph Speed Limits to be considered where: 
 

• Mean before speeds are at or below 24mph (if they are just above this threshold lighter 
touch engineering measures to reduce speed may be implemented) 

• Roads do not have a strategic function or where motor vehicle movement is not the primary 
function.  

• On major streets there are significant numbers of pedestrian or bicycle journeys that are 
considered to outweigh the disadvantage of longer journeys for motorists.  

• In rural areas the location, in addition to the above conditions, meets the definition of a 
village as set out in Traffic Advisory Leaflet “01/04 – Village Speed Limits”.    

 
Roads which do not have a strategic function or where the movement of motor vehicles is not the 
primary function are defined as those to ‘Category 4B’ of the adopted Wiltshire Council Road 
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Hierarchy. Roads to Category 4B Local Access, would typically be considered suitable for 20mph 
limits.   
  



Trowbridge – Dilton Marsh 20mph Speed Restriction Assessment 9 

 

6.0 Analysis 
 
The speeds recorded on Stormore, St Mary’s Lane, Petticoat Lane and Fairwood Road meet the 
criteria for a 20mph sign only limit as the mean speeds are below 24mph.   
 
The recorded mean speeds at Clearwood are slightly over the required 24mph at 25.2mph. As this 
is only just above the threshold, lighter touch engineering measures, such as carriageway roundels, 
could be implemented to reduce vehicle speeds and allow the introduction of a 20mph sign only 
limit.   
 
Average vehicle speeds on The Hollow were recorded at 26.8mph, exceeding the criteria for a sign 
only limit. In order for a 20mph speed restriction to be implemented on The Hollow, physical traffic 
calming measures would be required.  
 
Traffic surveys were undertaken at 3 locations on the B3099 High Street with average speeds being 
30.4mph, 28.4mph and 25.9mph. None of these locations were within the area subject to existing 
traffic calming.   
 
The recorded speeds on B3099 High Street exceed the criteria for the introduction of a 20mph sign 
only limit. Additionally, the Wiltshire Council policy states that, due to the status of the B3099 as a 
secondary distributor road (categorised as 3B) a permanent 20mph speed limit restriction would not 
be appropriate.  This also applies to the A3098 Tower Hill, where average speeds were recorded at 
30mph. 
 
Alongside the policy relating to permanent 20mph speed restrictions, Wiltshire Council also has a 
policy relating to 20mph speed restrictions around schools.  This policy allows the introduction of an 
advisory, part time 20mph speed limit on the approaches to primary and secondary school sites in 
Wiltshire without restrictions on road type or existing speeds.  
 
These advisory 20mph limits are in operation at the start and end of the school day, with these 
operational times communicated to drivers by the presence of signing and flashing amber lights. An 
example of this arrangement is shown below.  
 
Insert image  
 
An advisory part-time 20mph limit would be appropriate for introduction on the B3099 High Street 
on the approaches to School Lane.  
 
In addition to the roads surveyed, there are numerous residential roads within the village that are 
considered suitable for 20mph speed limits without the need for further engineering measures.  The 
following residential roads qualify for such consideration: 
 
 
Fairways 
Clay Close 
Friars Close 
Lansdowne Close 
Silver Street 
Lyes Grove 
Orchard Close 
Dutts 

Atyeo Close 
Park Road 
The Avenue 
Woodland View 
The Crescent 
Shepherds Mead 
Greenacre 
Whitecroft
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The following roads are not adopted highway and therefore no changes can be made: 
 
Fairhaven 
School Lane 
Redpit 
Weavers Rd 
Vicarage Gardens 
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7.0 Conclusion / Recommendation 
 
Based on the foregoing analysis, a permanent 20mph speed restriction cannot be placed on the 
B3099 High Street or A3098 Tower Hill. The remaining roads within the village, subject to a 30mph 
speed limit, meet the criteria for a 20mph speed limit, albeit with additional measures on The Hollow 
and Clearwood.  
 
The provision of an advisory, part-time 20mph speed limit can be considered on B3099 High Street 
on the approaches to School Lane.  
 
Based on these conclusions, there are three options that may be considered. These are: 
 

1) The introduction of a 20mph sign only limit throughout the village, except for the B3099 and 
A3098 or; 

2) The introduction of an advisory, part time 20mph limit on B3099 High Street on the 
approaches to School Lane or; 

3) A combination of the above. 
 
The introduction of a 20mph speed limit throughout the village but excluding B3099 High Street 
would require speed limit terminal signs to be positioned at each junction with the B3099, along with 
20mph repeater signs at intervals of not more than 200m along each route subject to the 20mph 
speed limit.  The current 30mph speed limit is demarcated by terminal signs at either end of the 
High Street, at Clearwood and on The Hollow. Repeater signs are not required due to the presence 
of street lighting. The plan in Appendix B shows the roads that may be considered for the 
introduction of a 20mph limit with the approximate location of the additional signing that would be 
required.  The parish council should consider whether this level of additional signing is acceptable 
within the village environment.  
 
In addition to the signing, additional measures are required at Clearwood and The Hollow.  At 
Clearwood, lighter touch measures can be used and in this case the inclusion of painted 
carriageway roundels is recommended.  
 
At The Hollow, the average vehicles speeds are 26.8mph therefore lighter touch measures are not 
appropriate. Physical traffic calming is required in order to allow The Hollow to be included within 
the 20mph speed limit.  Due to the frequent use by farm vehicles, horizontal traffic calming features 
that create a width restriction are likely to be inappropriate. Vertical deflection, such as speed 
cushions, would not impede access along The Hollow by farm vehicles, however the resulting noise 
may not be acceptable to residents.  
 
An outline plan showing the potential extents of a 20mph speed limit and the approximate location 
of the required terminal and repeater signs can be found in Appendix B. 
 
A plan showing the proposed extents of an advisory part-time 20mph speed limit on the B3099 High 
Street can also be found in Appendix B. It is recommended that this aligns with the existing school 
warning signs at the junction of The Hollow/High Street and in the vicinity of Atyeo Close.  The 
flashing amber lights would operate at the start and end of the school day to alert drivers to the 
advisory limit.   
 
A combination of both a permanent 20mph speed limit and an advisory part-time 20mph limit on the 
B3099 may cause confusion for drivers, particularly due to the close proximity of the terminal 
signing at The Hollow and the advisory part time 20mph signing.  Drivers may mistakenly believe 
that the permanent 20mph speed limit is also only operational during the start and end of the school 
day.  
 



Trowbridge – Dilton Marsh 20mph Speed Restriction Assessment 12 

It is the officer recommendation that option 2 be taken forward for implementation, as this is likely to 
achieve the greatest impact upon driver behaviour at a time when the village is busiest, with the 
most vulnerable pedestrians present.  
 
This would also have the least visually intrusive impact on the village as a whole. The 
implementation of a 20mph speed limit introduces a large amount of signing to the village, adding to 
street clutter and urbanisation.  The traffic surveys demonstrate that motorists are driving at speeds 
close to 20mph within the residential streets and while data suggests the introduction of a 20mph 
limit may reduce speeds further by up to 1.5miles per hour, this should be balanced against the 
impact of the signing on the village environment.  
 
Whilst option 2 is recommended, the parish council may consider all three options and determine 
which they feel most appropriate for implementation within the village, if any.  
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8.0 Cost Estimate  

 
The estimated costs of implementing a 20mph speed limit including traffic calming feature on The 
Hollow are £19,200 including the traffic regulation order costs.  Funding for this would need to be 
sought via the Community Area Transport Group, likely as a substantive scheme bid, with a 
contribution required from Dilton Marsh Parish Council.   
 
The estimate cost of introducing an advisory, part time 20mph speed limit on B3099 High Street is 
£6,500. Funding for this may be available via the Taking Action on School Journeys Challenge 
fund.  
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9.0 Appendix A 
 
Requested area of assessment and exact locations of Metrocounts:  
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10.0 Appendix B 
 

Option Plans 
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